PROFILES IN OBSCURITY

Albert Smith

   One of the earliest adult burials in the Farnhurst Potter’s Field holds Albert G. Smith, white, who died on January 12, 1892.  His broken and mutilated body was found under a culvert along the Philadelphia, Wilmington, & Baltimore railroad, with sparse identification.  His story was recorded in many newspaper articles as the coroner’s office tried to identify him and contact family members to come and claim the body.  After two weeks on ice at the coroner’s office, with no response to the inquiries, it was decided to bury him in the relatively new Potter’s Field at Farnhurst.  Just a few days after his burial, a letter from his wife confirmed his identity, but she was not able to afford to have his body sent home, so he remains at Farnhurst.
                    His Coroner’s Certificate of death estimated him to have been about 40 years of age, and states that he was accidently killed on the railroad, presumably hit by a train.  Under complications we find the enigmatic statement: “Four fingers and thumb of his left hand.”
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                    Summarizing from early newspaper reports, Mr. Smith was discovered lying beneath a bridge between Shellpot Creek and the Edge Moor railroad station.  The body was discovered by Benjamin Garrett (“a colored man living in this city”) and another man, lying face down on the ice, frozen to the ground.  The left side of his head and face were crushed in and his jaw was broken in several places.  Both of his legs were broken, his face was badly cut and bruised, and there were numerous bruises on his body.
                    He was described as being dressed in a fairly nice, but badly torn suit, with no identification on him other than a letter in his coat pocket addressed to Albert Smith, Red Bank, New Jersey, from the Bristol Manufacturing Company of Waterbury, Connecticut.  The letter indicated that he was a traveling salesman, selling steel belt fasteners, of which several samples were found in his pockets.  A nickel key ring was also found in one of his pockets containing six keys and a small medal inscribed “Albert Smith, Cornwall, New York.”  He also had several memorandum books with addresses in them indicating that they belonged to Albert Smith.  His left hand was missing several fingers from an old injury.  Mr. Smith was described as having a “full florid face, dark brown hair and a dark brown moustache” and being 5’6” tall.
                    The coroner’s jury heard from several witnesses and examined the remains and the personal effects found on the body, and concluded that the man was most likely Albert Smith of Cornwall, NY, who “met his death in a manner unknown to the jury.”  He was buried on January 23rd in the New Castle County Hospital Cemetery in its role as the New Castle County Potter’s Field at the time.
                    Mrs. Hannah Smith of Mott Haven, NY sent a letter from New Haven, Connecticut, dated January 29th, inquiring if “Albert Smith” had already been buried.  An exchange of letters confirmed that the dead man was Albert Smith of New York, and Hannah was his widow.  On February 5th she sent another letter explaining that the family could not afford to have his remains returned to New York.  She mentioned that he had lost several fingers in a planing mill accident near Tarrytown, New York, almost two years previously, that he was only 33 years of age, and described him as “being of a wandering disposition.”  The letter stated that his hobby was belts and belt lacing.
                    His family had last heard from him in November of 1891, when he wrote to tell them he was leaving Red Bank, New Jersey to travel south.  He had been in Red Bank since April of 1891.  His family was used to him travelling for extended periods, so had not worried when they didn’t hear from him.  His wife was working as a housekeeper in New Haven, Connecticut to support herself and their seven-year-old daughter.  According to one newspaper account, his widow “states that her husband has long been a wanderer on the face of the earth and that she has not seen him in many years.”  She also reported that he had two sisters and a brother living in Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, New York. 
                According to census records and www.ancestry.com trees, Albert G. Smith was descended from a long line of Smiths living in New York since the 1600s (see below).  He was born around 1859 to Clark Smith and Mary Smith of Cornwall, Orange County, New York.  In the 1865 New York state census, he was 6 years of age, living with his parents and his siblings Henry, Alonzo E., James S., Emeline, and Mary Smith.  His father, who went by Clarke, was a mason.  In the 1870 US Federal Census, he was 12, living with his parents and some of his siblings, including a younger brother named Willie.  In the 1875 New York state census, he was 16, and living in Newburgh, Orange County, New York with Harrison Seley, age 60, working as a hired hand.  In the 1880 US Federal Census, Albert was 21, living on his own and working as a plumber.  In this census, his parents are described as having both been born in Prussia.  Albert G. Smith and Hannah Weeks were married in either November or December of 1883, and their daughter was born around 1885.  I could not discern his daughter’s name or place of birth, nor what happened to her.  The www.findagrave.com memorial for Albert’s father Clark Smith can be found here:  https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/223242252/clark-smith
                Two descendants of ancestors of Albert Smith have traced the family back to the early 1600s or 1700s in Orange County, New York and in England, and provide this lineage via www.ancestry.com:
· John Smith and Isabel Smith (no dates, no location) were the parents of
· John “Rock” Lawrence Smith who was born in 1633 in St. Saviour, Denmark Park, Surrey, England, and who died ~1726 in Herricks, Hempstead, Queens County, New York; he was married to Anne Gildersleeve (1638-1728) and they were the parents of
· Jeremiah Smith (1656-1725), who married Anne Cornell (1657-1729), they were the parents of
· James Jacobus Smith (1688-?), who married Mary Wiltsee, they were the parents of
· John Samuel Smith (1710-1784); he died in Orange County, New York; he married Mary Hopkins (1694-1738); they were the parents of
· Joseph Smith (1730-1813), who lived in Orange County, New York; he married Lucretia Clark; they were the parents of
· Clark Smith (1760-1842), who married Susanna Davenport (1763-1848); they lived in Cornwall-on-Hudson, Orange County, NY, and were the parents of
· Joseph Smith (1790-1857), who married Clarissa Lounsbury (1791-1843), they lived in Orange County, NY and were the parents of
· Clark Smith (1817-1887), who was born in New York (no city specified) and died in Washingtonville, NY; he married Mary McCullough (1817-?) and they were the parents of
· Albert G. Smith (the decedent) buried in the NCCH Cemetery at Farnhurst
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Morning News, Jan 13, 1892
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Delaware Gazette and State Journal, Jan 14, 1892
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News Journal, Jan 16, 1892
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Daily Republican, Jan 18, 1892
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News Journal, Jan 23, 1892
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Daily Republican, January 30, 1892
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Delaware Gazette and State Journal, Feb 4, 1892
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Evening Journal, Feb 8, 1892
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Daily Republican, February 8, 1892
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Morning News, February 9, 1892
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Delaware Gazette and State Journal,  February 11, 1892
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DEAD ON THE ICE.

A Man Supposed to Be Albert Smith
Found in a Railroad Culvert,

A middle-aged man, supposed to be Albert
Smith of Cornwall, N. Y. was found dead in
a culvert under the Philadelphia, Wilmington
and Baltimore railroad tracks near the Edge
Moor station yesterday morning about S
o'clock by Benjamin Garrett, a colored man
living in this city.

Garrett and another man discovered the
body under the culvert lying on the ice frozen
stiff. The face was turned to the ice and the
clothes were frozen fast to the ice. The legs
and arms were crossed and hoth legs were
broken. The face was badly cut and bruised
and the body bruised in many places.

Garrett immediately notified the station
master at Edge Moor, who notified Detective
Jones,  The body was removed to the rail-
road hospital room and afterward to the
morgue.

At the inquest last evening the papers and
other articles found on the man was exhibited,
and.it is evident that the dead man is Smith.
A letter was found in his coat pocket from the
Bristol 3 anufacturing Company of Water-
bury, Conn., addressed to *‘Albert Smith,
Red Bank,’" N. J.:"" a key ring with a nickel
tag marked ‘‘Albert Smith, Cornwall, N, Y,
and several memoranda hooks containing dif-
ferent addresses bearing the same name. Al
the letters found indicate that he was a com.
mercial traveller and was selling  steel helt
fasteners, of which he had a sample in one of
his pockets. The coroner's jury heard the
testimony of four witnesses and then ad-
journed to meet again at the call of the
coroner.

Detective Jones is of the opinion that the
man either fell from a passenger train while
going from one ear to the other, or from a
freight train on which he was “‘stealing a
ride.”

Coroner Sparks telegraphed to the mayor of
Cornwall, but at a late hour last night had re-
ceived no reply.
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Found Dend in a Culvert.

Benjamin Garrett, colored, while pass-
‘ing along the P, W. & B. railroad be-
tween Edge Moor and Shellpot Tuesda;
morning, discovered under the trestle
the c(ngu of u man apparently 40 years
old. e left side of the stranger's head
and face was crushed in, his jaw was
broken in several places and both of his
legs were broken. The remains were
orought to the railroad hospital in this
ﬁty and subsequently removed to the

orgue. It is supposed that he was
struck by a train, In his pockets
were found a ring contaming elx
keys and & small medal, the
latter inscribed “'Albert Smith, Corn-
wall, N. Y." There also was upon
him & letter addressed ‘‘Albert Smith,
Red Bank, N. J.” This letter indicates
that he was traveling salesman, It was
from the Bristol Manufacturing Com-

any of Waterbury, Conn,, und inclosed
& oircular and a sample of steel belt lac-
4ng. The deceased was respectably at-
tired but had no money or gnything of
value upon him. One of his hands show
that he had scveral fingers amputated
gome time ago.
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The Body at the Morgue.

The coroner's jury having in charge the
circumstances of the dutﬁ of the man
supposed to be Albert Smith of Cornwall,
N. Y., reached a verdict last evening. The
dead body of the man was found bruised
and mutilated beneath the culvert near
Fdge Moor station early Tuesday morning
The jury reached this verdict last night
“Resolved, That the man supposed to be
Albert Smith of Cornwall, N K . found in
a culvert under the Philadelphia, Wil-
mington & HBaltimore railroad, near the
Edge Moor station on Tuesday morning
January 12th, 1502, met his death in a
manner unknown to the jury.”” No rel
tives have yet come forward to claim the
body. It is still in the morgue
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At the Morgue.

Nothing, up to two o'clock to-day,
had been heard from the relalives and
| friends of the supposcd Albert Swmith
- of Cornwall, N. Y., whose body is ly-
ingin fce at the city morgue  He had
a full florid face, davk brown hair and
a dark mustache and appeared to bo
about 40 years old.
' His helirht was 5 feet 6 inches. Both
his jaws and skull were broken as well
‘a8 both his legs. He had on a pretty
0od busineas sult, which was badly
orn. It appoears he was struck by a
passing traln,
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Buried ta Potter's Field.

The bod{ of the man su to be
Albert Smith of Cornwall, New York,
who was killed by a train near Edge Moor
on January 12th, was sent to a final resting

slace in Potter’s fleld this morning. Since
he accident which resulted in the death of
the deceased, every effort has been made
by Coroner Sparke and Deputy Coroner
Giles to find the relatives of the stranger
without avail. Letters were sent to the
authorities at Cornwall-on-the-.ludson to
discover the relatives of Smith if any were
living there. No one seemed to be willing
to come forward to claim the body. The
deceased was evidently a commercial
traveler, was well and of good ap-
pearance. He was about 40 years old.
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Mrs, Smith Heard From,

Albert Smith, whose broken body
was found In a rallroad culverl wut ‘
Edgewoor some throe weeks ago, was ]

iu commerchal travelor. llence it ap- |
. pears his wife or mother, whjulns\'ﬂr t
| she may be, was not apprehensivo of |
Lanyvthing unusual so that I8 is only
Iye terday that this telegram wus re- 1
| eelyed: |

Morr Havex, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1803, |
 To Dercar Cokosen Thos. J. Grigs: |
: |

Wiauxeron, Del,
Is the hody of Allart Smith burtsd or

not? Wire tie.  Mgs. Haxyam Surn
Mr. Gilas, upon receipt of thy tele-
L gram, immediately wirad Mrs, Smith,
(telling kor that the body of ! Albert
Smith had been buried in the Potter's

| leld Just saturday 26d lost.

| He aiso wrote her a kind and gympa-
b thizing lelter, giving a deseripiion  of
| the Lady as fowl. 1]
| — O M |
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MAY Bl HIS WIDOIF,

Inguiry Recoived by Deputy Coroner
Giles Congerning Albert Smith,

It hus been over two weeks since the
body of an unknown man was found
Iying under a trestle hetween Idge Moor
und sShellpot, on the Philadelphia, Wil
wington & Baltimore ruilroad. The re-
muins were bronght to the morgue and a
jury of inquisition summoned to inquire
into the cause of the man's aeath. On his
person wis found a Key-ring bearing the
name, “Albert Smith, Cornwall, N, Y.,"
also o' letter from the Bristol Manufactir-
ing Company and a letter addressed
**Albert Smith, Red Bank, N. J." The in-
quest was held open for nearly a week to
allow Coroner Sparks and Deputy Coroner
Giles to establish the identity of the de-
ceased, but all efforts in this respect proved
fruitless, (‘unsm‘unnllv the remuins were
interred in potter's field,

N.nl:inig‘ nrther was heard of the matter
until on Friday when Deputy Coroner
Giles received i letter from Mrs, Hanpah
Smith, Mott IHaven, N, Y., dated January
20th, 1892, and asking whether the body of
Albert Smith wus yet buried. She' re-
quested an answer by wire, Deputy Cor-
oner Giles says he imulcdiulch wired Mrs,
sSmith that the remaing of Albert Smith
had been interred in potter's field, and
enclosed a clipping from Tur Gazerre,
containing an account of the finding of the
body and the holding of the inquest, Tt is
thought Mrs, Smith is the wife of the
deceased und may bave the remains dis-
interred and sent'to New York,
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POVERTY PREVENTS REMOVAL.

The Relatives of Albert Smith Will Let |
His Body Remaln in Potter's ¥leld.

Deputy Coroner Thomaes Gilas received
a letter this morning dated New Haven,
February 5, and signed *‘Mrs. Hannah
Smith, No, 187 Exchange street, New
Haven, N, Y.” The letter was a long one
and contained four pages,clossly written.
She apologires for not sending her other
despatch sooner, saying thet she was
nearly suffocated with gas on that day

She says that there is no doubt that the
man  killed was Alfred Smith., Mr
Smith had his fiogerscut off in & planiog
mill sometime ago. Bmith would bave
been 34 years old in July. His relatives
bave decided tolet his body remain in
Potters field for a time as they are too poor
to pay the expenses of moving, The writer
describes Smith as being of & waudexing
| disposition.





image11.jpeg
Syt S
El Hannah Smith’s Letter,

Deputy Coroner Thomas J, Giles has
reived a letter from the wife of Al-
rt Smith of Cornwall, N. Y., who

~ wnrltes:  “There Is no doubt but it is

Bis body. He had his fingers cut off
0 years ago this summer in a ma-
Le wag working on near Turry-

wn, N. Y,

_In Aprll, 1801, he went to Red Pank,
. J., and remained there until Nov-
~ ember. Then ha wrote he wis going
- south as an agent, which was the last
: En.y of the famiiy hoard of him until

% death at Edgcmoor, near Wilming-

" Son.

~ . _Hils people ara very reaspectshle in-
. Ho was 83 years old lnst July. —
Smith has a little davghter seven

years of nge and herself to support,

and after consulting her husband's

. pelations all concluded they wers not

[ blo to remove the remains, and would

i‘l thuro stay in this city. She wrote

rom 150 Excliange street, New Ha-

wven, Counecticut.
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Smith Identified.

Deputy Coroner Thomas J. Giles yesterday
received a letter from Mrs. Hannah Smith,
who claims to be the wife of Albert Smith,
the man found dead in the culvert under the
P., W. & B. railroad near Fdge Moor station
somepweeks ago. The letter states that
Smit came of a good family, but they are
too poor to bury him. There are no requests
in the letter as to the disposition of the dead
man’s body. It states that Smith’s hobby was
belts and belt lacing and this establishes the
dead man’s identity besond a doubt. When
his body was found samples of beit and belt
lacing were found in his pockets.
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His Identity Finally Established,

Deputy Comoner Gilos received a letter
from Mrs. Hannah Smith of -New
Haven, Conn., Monday morning, which
proves beyond a doubt the identity of
the man killed on the I'., W, & B, rail-
road near Edge Moor about three weeks
ago. The coroner's jury declared the
man oflicially dead under the name of
“Albert G, Bmith of Cornwall, N, Y.,
and under this name the remains were
interred in potter’s tield. The letter re-
ceived from the widow on Monday
fixes beyond. o doubt that the official
title given the deceased by the coroner's
1'ury efore burinl was the correct one,
Mrg, Bmith states that the deceased has
two sisters and a brother living in Corn-
wall on-the-Hudson  while she, the
widow, resides in Now Ilaven, where
she is employed as a housekeeper. She
says that her husband has long been a
wanderer on the face of the earth and
that she has not scen himin many years,
The widow also stated that no effort
would be made to remove the remains
from their present resting place as his
relatives deem it best to allow them (o
remain where they are. She identifies
the body by two missing fingers on the
left hund and other marks which are
visible on the body as described by
Deputy Coroner Giles, '
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