Alfred Frisby, Sr., Alfred Frisby, Jr., and Isaiah Frisby

	Three of the people buried in the NCCH Cemetery are members of the same African American Frisby family of Glasgow, Delaware, originally from Cecilton, Maryland.  The three, a father and two of  his sons, died as the result of a terrible car accident in the early morning hours of July 17, 1927.  The accident was described in great detail in the local newspapers, and is summarized here – the original newspaper articles are provided in the linked Word document.
	James Alfred Frisby, Sr., who went by Alfred, age 58, and his three sons – James Alfred Frisby, Jr., age 24, John, age 20, and Isaiah, age 15, along with a friend named Edward Munson, were returning to Glasgow after a night of revelry in Wilmington.  Apparently all the adults were drunk.  Alfred Jr. was driving at a high rate of speed.  They came upon a car stopped in the southwest-bound lanes, because of a flat tire, about one mile east of Glasgow.  The car was sitting with “all four wheels of (the) automobile parked on the concrete.”  In other words, he had not moved his vehicle off to the shoulder.  The Frisby vehicle, described as a “Ford touring car,” swerved to the left and first sideswiped the stationary car on the right, then was hit by a third car travelling in the opposite direction.  The Ford touring car was destroyed.  Alfred Sr., Alfred, Jr., and Isaiah were killed instantly from skull fractures and other massive injuries.  John was thrown from the car and had only very minor injuries.  Edward Munson (or William Munse/Munce) had one of his hands amputated.  Several people in the other cars were injured.
	All three Frisbys were buried in the New County Castle Hospital Cemetery.  Three funerals at once would have been a financial burden for any family, and the bodies were all quite mangled, so quick funerals would have been necessary.
	After the accident, the driver of the stopped car was arrested and charged with manslaughter for not having moved his car off the road.  John Frisby was held as a material witness and later charged with perjury for telling the coroner under oath that he was the only one who had been drinking, and that the car was not going more than 10 miles per hour.  Witnesses, and evidence at the scene, including the total destruction of the car and liquor bottles strewn about the crash site, belied both claims.
	
	James Alfred Frisby, Sr. was married to Ida Jane Freeman Frisby, from Cecilton, Maryland.  Ida Jane was the daughter of Richard and Jane L. Freeman.  She was born in January 1875.  We know she had several children who carried the last name Freeman, before she married James Alfred Frisby, Sr.  Those children were:
· Bertha Freeman/Frisby, born in August 1890, who had a daughter named Susie and later several more children; died in 1960
· George Samuel Freeman, born in September 1892, died in 1965
· William Henry Freeman, born in November 1894; has a World War I registration card, but after that cannot trace because there are many men with the same name
· Philip Freeman, born in December 1896; last documented in 1910 census, age 13

Ida Jane and James “Alfred” Sr. were married sometime before 1899 and had six children:
· Henrietta “Henny” Frisby, born in November 1899, married Mr. Andrew Sewell in Cecilton, also married to William Munce, had 3 sons and a daughter with surname Munce; William Munce may be the man who had his hand amputated in the 1927 car accident; Henrietta died in May 1974
· Emma Louise Frisby, born in 1902, had a son named Clarence Frisby, then married Fred Nichols Johnson (1889-) and had two more children; died in 1993; she had lived at the Governor Bacon Health Center for the last 28 years of her life
· James Alfred Frisby, Jr., born in 1904, died in the 1927 car accident
· John Frisby, born in 1907 or 1908, uninjured in the 1927 car accident; in 1940 he was working for the WPA at Ft. Dupont; married to Mrytle; died in 1976
· George E. Frisby, born in 1909, died in 1967 at the VA hospital
· Isaiah Frisby, born in 1913, died in the 1927 car accident

In the 1900 census, Alfred and Ida were living with her first four children and their daughter Henrietta next door to Ida’s parents in Cecilton, Maryland.  Alfred was working as a farm laborer.  In 1910, all of Ida’s children were still living with them, along with their children and Bertha’s daughter Susie.  In 1920, the household consisted of Alfred (48), Ida J. (42), all six of Alfred and Ida’s kids, Bertha, and four grandchildren – Susie, Haywood, Mary, and Blanche Freeman.  Ida died of tuberculosis in 1924, and then Alfred Sr., Alfred Jr., and Isaiah all died in 1927.  It isn’t clear when the family moved from Cecilton, Maryland to near Glasgow, Delaware, or if they were related to the Frisby clan who lived near Summit Bridge. 
Their son John, age 20, survived the accident, and his younger brother George, age 19, was not in the car.  George E. Frisby is mentioned frequently in the Wilmington newspapers through the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, either being accused of assault on others, or being the victim of assault, including two shootings.  He was in and out of jail and the workhouse numerous times.  He died in 1967.
James Alfred Frisby, Sr. and his wife Ida Jane Freeman Frisby left a number of descendants.

The word document is linked HERE and includes the newspaper accounts of the accident, certificates of death and obituaries for the people involved or related to those who died.

Where did the Freemans and Frisbys come from?
	We know that Alfred and Ida lived in Cecilton, Cecil County, Maryland, at least through the 1920 census.  Ida was the daughter of Richard (1835-1915) and Jane Freeman (1840-?) of Cecilton.  Richard was born ~1835 and can be found in the census records as a free black as far back as the 1850 census.  He is listed in men registered to serve in 1863 in the Civil War from Cecil County.  He and Jane appear in the 1870, 1880, and 1900 census records.  There are many families named “Freeman” living in Cecil County, Maryland at this time.   Neither Richard nor Jane’s parents are known.  Ida was the 6th of their 9 children.  
	James Alfred Frisby is a little more difficult to trace.  In the 1880 census for Marlboro, Prince George’s County, Maryland, we find one Benjamin Freeman, mulatto, age 35, with his wife Mary S., 25, black, their infant daughter Suzy, born in January of 1880, and 3 of Benjamin’s siblings: brother William, age 13, sister Mary, age 11, and brother James, age 7.  This young James could be the child who grew up to be Alfred Sr.  In the 1870 census for Districts 1 and 2, Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, we find a 2 year old William Frisby living with Thomas and Mary M. Frisby, ages 50 and 58, respectively, and many other children named Frisby.  He might be a grandchild, although his relationship to Thomas and Mary Frisby is not given.  The Frisbys were also free blacks, as least as far back as 1870.  Thomas Frisby was a hospital steward during the Civil War and received a pension.  He died in 1879.
 
Other Frisbys at the NCCH Cemetery and DSH Cemetery
· John Frisby, African American, male, age ~80, an “old wood chopper” was found dead in Marshall J. Jordan’s woods, his ax nearby in a stump.  It is assumed that he died of heart disease. Died on April 4, 1892, buried at the NCCH Cemetery.
· Annie Frisby, African American, female, age 80, died of apoplexy on June 4, 1921 after three days at the Almshouse.  She was a servant.  She was buried in the NCCH Cemetery.
· Joseph Frisby, African American, male, age 49.  Died of acute alcoholism on August 19, 1931.  Buried in the NCCH Cemetery under marker #2160, in the same grave as “Infant Cole,” who died of prematurity.
· Clyde Frisby, African American, male, age 48.  He was not a patient at DSH, but was brought there after death from a ruptured bladder for an inquiry and autopsy.  He was then buried in the DSH Spiral Cemetery, under marker #461.



James Alfred Frisby, Sr.’s World War I registration card.[image: Text
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Death certificates for Alfred Sr. and Alfred Jr.
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Bertha Frisby’s OBIT, Morning News, 11/11/1960
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George “Samuel” Freeman’s OBIT, News Journal, 6/19/1965
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George E. Frisby’s OBIT, Morning News, 12/19/1967
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Emma Louise Frisby Johnson Davis’ OBIT, News Journal, 11/1/1995
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John Henry Frisby, WWII reg. – wife Myrtle Frisby
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John H. Frisby death information
 
	Name:
	John H. Frisby

	Birth Date:
	9 Sep 1907

	Death Date:
	26 Feb 1976

	Cemetery:
	Mount Pisgah UAME Church Cemetery

	Burial or Cremation Place:
	Summit Bridge, New Castle County, Delaware, United States of America

	Has Bio?:
	N

	URL:
	https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/59421514/john-h.-frisby



Death certificate of George E. Frisby
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Emma Louise Frisby and Fred Nichols Johnson’s marriage certificate
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Alfred and Ida’s daughter Emma had a son named Clarence Frisby
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Description automatically generated]    AUGUSTA, Ga. - Sergeant (Ret.) Clarence E. Frisby, Sr. entered into rest Tuesday, May 1, 2012. Sergeant Frisby was a native of Wilmington, Delaware and a retired veteran of the United States Army. He was preceded in death by his wife, Ruby M. Holmes Frisby. Funeral services will be conducted Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at 12:00 noon from Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 2526 Lumpkin Road, Augusta with Reverend Thomas Walker officiating. Interment will be in Hillcrest Memorial Park with full military honors. Survivors are his daughter, Sophia (Darryl) Cogle; a son, Clarence Edward Frisby, Jr.; two grandchildren, Jiauna and Zayvian Cogle; sister-in-law, Mary A. Hudgeon; brother- in-law, Leroy Glover; other relatives and friends. W. H. Mays Mortuary, 1221 James Brown Boulevard, Augusta, GA 30901 (706) 722-6401.
Published by The Augusta Chronicle from May 3 to May 6, 2012.




John Frisby’s OBIT  Delaware Gazette and State Journal, 4/14/1892
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THREE ARE KILLED
WHEN CAR UPSETS
- ON CLASCOW ROAD

Alfred Frisby and Two

Sons Meet Almost In-

. stant Death
ONE MAN LOSES HAND

Six Persons lnritijred In Mis-
haps: Two Drivers Arrested:

i Manyrcuc-w-

Three persons were killed and six
injuted in and about Wilmington
during week-end automobile acci-
dents. A number of automobiles were
also badly damaged in collisions, and
several drivers arrested. one of them
on a charge of manslaughter. The
dead are:
| Alfred Frisby, Sr.. negro, 65 years
lold, of Glasgow, and his two sons,
Alfred. Jr. 22 years old, and Isaiah
14 years old.

The injured are:

Edward Munson, negro, of Glasgow

Katherine Kopfenberger, 16 years
old, of Gordon Heights.

Mrs. Jennie Johnson. 32 years, of
2503 West Sixth street

John Taylor, 26 years®old. of the
same address.

Lizale Harris, 24 years old. of the
same address .

Katherine Lally, 20 years old. of
401 North Depot Road, Richardson
Park.

The three negroes were killed
shortly before 6 o'clock yesterday
morning when an automobile driven
| by Alfred PFrisby, Jr. while going
south on the Glasgow Road, side-
| swiped two machines and then turned
{over. The three were thrown out
and instantly killed. while Munson,
who was riding in the machine with
them, had His left hand amputated
and sustained infernal injuries

Munson was taken to the Delaware
| Hospital, where his condition is said
to be critical

By a strange trick of fate, John
Frisby, who was also riding in the
car and was thrown out with the
others, escaped infury. He was
locked up at the police station and
is being held as a witness

William A. Stewart, of Washington,
D. C.. in charge of the first automo-
bile Prisby sideswiped. was arrested
by Privates Carpenter and Hession, of
the State Highway Police, on a
charge of manslaughter and will be
given a hearing at 2 o'clock this aft-
ernoon before Magistrate Jones.
Stewart is said to have had all four
wheels of his automobile parked on
the concrete.

After striking Stewart’s machine
Frisby pulled over to the left side

(Continued on Page Eleveu)
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THREE ARE KILLED |
~ WHEN CAR UPSETS |
~ ON GLASGOW ROAD

| (“ontinued From First Page) i
| of the road and sideswiped an auw-l
mobile driven by John S. Ward, of |
| Crisfield, Md., which was traveling in |
ILhc opposite direction. |
| All three automobiles were badly |
| damaged, and the Ford touring w!\
Prisby was driving was so complete-
| ly demolished that it cannot be re- |
| paired. Parts of it were scattered |
for some distance along the road. |
All three of those killed were bad- |
ly mangled, and for some time after |
| the accident the road at the scene |
|was made slippery by - the blood. }‘
! Coroner Harvey E. Nichols took
| charge of the bodies, but later re- |
| leased them to relatives. |
il Hit at Hillerest |
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3 DIE IN COLLISION '
OF 3AUTOMOBILES
ON GLASGOW ROAD

Washingtonian Arrested on
Charge of Being Respon- |
sible for Crash. ;

HALTED FOR REPAIRS |

2 ;
| h
fatalities on Delaware highwars
since January 1, 1927,
| This is the death toll of reck-
less driving, according to the
| records of the State Highway
t Department. It is believed to
be the worst record established
‘ during any six-month period in }(
1 \
H
lx
|

ac*rooo

the history of the state.
Concrete roads, absence of

dangerous grades and the many

bathing and outing resorts
| throughout the state combine to
| make this section a haven for
|| week-end motorists. The smooth
" highways lure the careless to
| step on the throttle, and as a
I result, death continually lurks
' near.

What a record!

(Speciai to Euve

Glasgow July 18
ed and a number in
automobiles figured

1gion and were on t}
home, near Glasgow
ed near the Clearview
on e concrete road b
The other autos in this accident R
were those of Willilam A ewart, of | u
Washington. D. C.. and John S. Ward | w
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3DIE IN COLLISION |
OF SAUTOMOBILES
N GLASEOW ROAD

Commued ’rom page 1

of Crisfield. a former state highway |
officer of Maryland.- Alfred Frisby,
:Jr. was driving west on the Glasgow
| concrete road. The Stewart car had\
 been stopped on the side of the road
' because of a tire being repaired.

The Ward car was going west, and |
it is said at a fairly fast rate of speed. |

It is thought

the Ward car

voung Frisby.

that the headlights of
temporarily blmdedi
In turning out to pass|

the approaching automobile the right

hand

side of his fender struck

the |

Stewart auto.
car directly

This threw the Frisby

and

Ward

crashed

into

across the road,

it

|

before there
was any chance whatever to bring |
his car to a stop or avoid the acci-

dent

Bodies Terribly

Mangled.

The
| Stewart

woman

car

All

injured was

three

in
cars

badly

damaged, but the Frisby

the |
were
auto

was wrecked beyond repair.

all were apparently killed

The threa
men killed were terribly mangled and

instantly.

| police on a charge of manslaughter, |

|

| ton

| them to relatives

The three had fractured skulls
Stewart was arrested by highway

it being claimed that his car was
parked with all four wheels on the
concrete and that this caused the
accident. He will be given a hearing
before Magistrate Jones in Wilming- |
this afternoon.

John Frisby, who escaped uninjured,
was held as a material witness

Coroner Nichols took charge of the
bodies, but later in the day released |

services and burial |
were private at 1 this afternoon. Rev

W. E. Hilton, of Mt. Salem M. E.
Church, otuciated.

The funeral





image8.jpeg
Following an inquest Into the death
of Alfred Frisby, Jr., Isulah Frisby
and Alfred Frisby, 8.
who were killed last Sunday on the|
Glasgow  1oad, & recommendation
was made by the jury that John
Frisby be hield by the attorney gen- |
eral on a charge of perjury. The
|latter did nol appear at the inquest
|last nighi, but in giving his disposi-
tion_under oath to Coroner Nichols |
| last Monday night he said that he was
[the only one of the party that had
been driuking Just before the accident
and that their machine was ot going
more than 10 miles an hour.

Tt was testified by Private Car-
penter of the State Highway police
that those fn the machinie were drunk
and several bottles of liquor were
found. 'The machine was going 60|
fast that it was demolished after it r

had erashed into two other cars.
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| |
|FRISBY ~In Delaware City, Del, on|
| November 9. 1960. Bertha F‘rlsbv
{mother of Elizabeth Smith, Bemm;
Knott, Harold and_ Leslie Frisby of |
312 Rogers Road, Dunlieth. Aged 70
years. Relatives_and friends are ln-1
vited to attend tBe funeral services at
the Chippey Chapel A. U. Church,|
Hockessen, Del, on Saturday after-
noon, November 12, at 2:30 o'clock
Interment at Longwood Cemetery, Ken-
nett Square, Pa. Arrangements by ld-
ward R. Bell Funeral Home,
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|FREEMAN—In this city, on June 14,
| 1965, Samuel G. Freeman, brother of
|Henrietta Munce, Emma Johnson, Wil-
liam Warfield, and George Frisby, of
1223 N. Heald St. Aged 77 years. Rela-
tives and friends are invited to attend
the services at the FUNERAL HOME OF
EDWARD R. BELL, 909 POPLAR ST.,
on Sunday evening, June 20 at 8 o’clock.
Interment at Mt. Zion Cemetery on Mon-
day morning
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FRISBY—In this city on Dec. 16, 1947.
| George E. Frisby of 111 Tatall St.

Brother of Henrietta Munce, and Emma
Johnson of Port Penn, Delaware, and half
brother of William Warfield of Cecilton,
Md. Relatives and friends are invited
|to attend the services from the FU-
NERAL HOME OF EDWARD R. BELL,
909 Poplar St., on Wed. evening, Dec.
20 at 8 o'clock. Interment at Mt. Zion
Cemetery. Friends may call at the
funeral home on Wednesday evening from
6 fo 8 o'clock.
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EMMA L. JOHNSON, 93, died Oct.
24 in Governor Bacon Health
Center, Delaware City, her resi-
dence for 28 years.

Mrs. Johnson had been a cook
at Kitty Knight House, Kent
County, Md.; Augustine Beach
Hotel, Port Penn; and the Sterling
Hotel, Delaware City; and had
worked at Triumph Explosives in
Elkton, Md.

She attended public schools in
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Cecil County, Md.

Her husband, Fred Johnson, is
deceased. She is survived by a
son, Clarence E. Frisby of Au-
gusta, Ga.; a daughter, Louise P.
Moody of Wilmington; two step-
sons, Richard Winfield and Wil-
liam Pauls, both of Wilmington;
three stepdaughters, Marguerite
Freeman, Virginia Jenkins and
Alberta Napier, all of Wilming-
ton; a niece, Blanche Freeman of
Port Penn, and a great-niece, Ju-
dith Webster of Wilmington, both
of whom Mrs. Johnson once lived
with; nine grandchildren, 15
great-grandchildren and two
great-great-grandchildren. A step-
son, Leroy L. Douglas of Wilming-
ton, died Oct 22.

A service was Tuesday at
Congo Funeral Home, Wilming-
ton, with burial in Silverbrook
Cemetery, Lancaster Avenue and
Du Pont Road.
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Death was Due to Heart Disease,
The Coroner yesterday week investigated
the circumstances of . the death of John
I'risby, colored, who was found dead in
Marshall Jordan’s woods in Cliristiana
hundred. Frishy was an old wood-shopper.
He was discovered by Mrs, Jordan and
Mrs. Camamile, a colored woman with
whom he boarded. The old man was
lying near a stump of a tree, whilo his axe
was embedded in the stump, He had eyi-
dently expired while in the act of striking
a blow with the axe, Coroner Sparks
issued a death certificate from heart
disease,

—
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