Elijah Hoy

	I was unable to find much information about Elijah Hoy, who was born around 1854 and died on December 6, 1908.  We know that he was white, and single, and that his official cause of death was opium poisoning from drinking too much laudanum.  Other than that, information about him is very scarce.  
	In August of 1866, there is mention of an 11-year-old runaway indentured servant boy in advertisements placed in the local newspapers, including the Daily Republican, by one Frederick Klair, a farmer from Mill Creek Hundred.  Mr. Klair was offering a reward of 6 cents for the return of his farm hand.  “6 Cents Reward.  Runaway from the Subscriber, in Mill Creek Hundred, on the 9th inst., an indentured boy, named Elijah Joy, aged about 11 years.  He is a full-faced heavy-set boy, and has rather a downward look.  All persons are cautioned against harboring or trusting him on my account.  The above reward will be paid for his return but no charges.  FREDERICK KLAIR.”
	We can’t be sure if this is the same  Elijah Hoy, although the age fits.  There is no follow up information about whether the missing boy was found and/or returned to Mr. Klair.  We do know from other appearances of Mr. Klair in the newspaper that he was a well-to-do farmer, admired for his cows and his corn, and the kind of person whose daughter’s wedding made the society pages.  An ode to his fine cows is reprinted in the Word file that goes along with this profile.
	Elijah Hoy does not appear in any census records, and only appears once more in the local newspapers as a result of the rather peculiar circumstances surrounding his death.  I provide a summary here, and reprints of the newspaper stories can be found in the Word file.
	In early December of 1908, Elijah Hoy was staying at the Commercial Hotel, on the corner of 2nd and Market Streets in Wilmington.  He had been at the hotel since November 16th, paying for his room in advance, and had gotten change for a $10 bill at the hotel on Thursday, December 5th.  On Saturday night, December 5th, he was discovered by the police sitting on the steps of a building on the northeast corner of 2nd and French Streets, just a few blocks from the hotel.  He seemed to be in a stupor.  The police thought he was drunk, and had a police wagon take him to the station.  There he began to vomit and had difficulty breathing.  A search of his pockets revealed a broken half-pint flask in one, and an unopened bottle of laudanum in the other.  As his condition deteriorated, the police took him to the Delaware Hospital.
	At the hospital, medical personnel tried to insert a stomach pump, but their efforts were thwarted.  The uppers of a set of false teeth were found obstructing his esophagus.  They were removed with some difficulty and the pump was successfully employed, but Mr. Hoy died about 1 am.  After his death, the lower set of false teeth were found deep in his trachea (windpipe).  Several different theories were developed about the manner of his death – suicide from drinking laudanum, accidental overdose from laudanum, or choking to death from swallowing his dentures, either as a result of an accident, or from being assaulted by a person or persons unknown.  It was noted that he had no money on him, even though he had just changed a $10 bill a few days before, and his customary watch was missing, lending credence to the notion of an assault.  He was not known to drink alcoholic beverages.  He had only a small amount of laudanum in his stomach, and he didn’t have any bruises or contusions consistent with an assault.  He may have fallen and dislodged his dentures and then accidentally swallowed the upper set and inhaled the lowers.  The official conclusion of the coroner’s office was “opium poisoning.”  
	After his death, Oliver Foote, a well-known farmer from Stanton, said that Mr.  Hoy had been employed on his farm, and living there, for the past six years (1902-1908).  No relatives could be found, and his friends could not (or at least did not) pay for his burial elsewhere.  His body remained unclaimed at the coroner’s office for several days, and was then taken to the Potter’s Field at Farnhurst for burial.  
	Mr. Hoy is often mentioned in same newspaper stories with Felix Bell, an African American man from Norfolk, Virginia.  Mr. Bell’s body was also unclaimed, and he was buried next to Mr. Hoy at Farnhurst.
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A Goop Cow.—Frederick Klair of Christiana §.
Aundred, owns the best cow 1a this State or any{
adjoining it. She is & blue roan color, with some
white spots, abont half Darham, 1376 lbe,, |
and was purchased by him at the of Willism |
Haylett, near Stanton, in February 1871, for $153.
On'the tifih day after the calf was taken off, ber
yield of milk in onc day was 28)¢ quarts, and in
the second week of the present mouth she made
2014 pounds of batter of the tinest and best qual-
ty. o sddition to the pasture she was fed two
quarts of bran twice a day. Sbe is a noble cow
and canuot be beaten in the State, if in the entire
country. Mr. Klair owns another cow that made
the present season 161 pounds of butter m one
week. We understaud that be has been offered
$200 for the Haylett cow, which he refused, hold-
ing that she was worth as much to himss anybody
| else.~ Hepublican.
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STANTON MAN'S |
UGER DEATH

Elijah Hoy of Neighboring Town May
Have Taken Laudanum or
Choked to Death.

'FALSE TEETH FOUND IN THROAT

-

.Coroner Will Have His Physician
i Makea Post-Mortem Examination
I To-day to Solve the Case.

Whether Elijah Hoy, aged about 350
years, of Stanton, committed suicide or
was choked to death on his false teeth

| is the problem the coroner and his phy-
siciun will have to solve to-day when
they hold a post mortéem examination
upon the body at the morgue. Accord-
ing to the evidence Hoy might have !
come to his death in either of these |
ways or by both but the exact cause
will not be determined until the exami-
nation.

Hoy was found about 10 o'clock Sat-
lll‘ll.l'\" night sitting on the steps of the
building at the northeast eormer of Sce-
ond and French streets, He was in a
stupor and the polics thought. he was in-
toxicated. The patrol wagon was .-nm-l
moned 2nd he was sent to the police
station. !

While being carried into the building
he began to vomit and a short time later
he began to breath hard, Turnkey Sol-
omon, who searched the man's pockets
found a broken half pint flask. In :\n~|

other pocket was a small bottle of
(Continued on Page Seven.)
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STANTON MAN’S
QUEER DEATH

(Continued From First Page.)
laudanum but it was wiapped in paper,
the same as when it had been hended to
the man by a drug clerk. There was no
evidence or odor of liqguor about the
man. The police did not know him at

. the time.

House Sergeant Tucker, who is acting
captain became alarmed of the man’s
condition and he cousulted Police Sur-
geon Wales. He advised that the vietim
be sent to the hespital and accordingly
JHoy was hurried to the Delaware Hos-
pital in the patrol wagon. The physician
started to use a stomach pump but
eould not insert #. An examination of
the stranger’s throat revealsd a full set
of false teeth about half way down the
throat.

These were taken ont with some dif-
ficulty and the stomach pump applied,
but Hoy died about 1 o’clock without
regaining _consciousness. He had no
teeth in his lower gums, but no trace
of a lower set of false teeth were
found on Saturday night. Yesterday
the lower set were found deep down in
thie man’s throat, almost at the top of
the chest. They seemed to be :astened
there, but eould be felt with the hand
by pressing it about.

While the physicians at the. hospital
gave it as their opinien that Hoy's
death was due to opium poisoning and
declared they had found evidence of
Jaudanum in hiz stomach there seems
to be some doubt whether this was

‘really the cause. It was thought the

man might have aceidentally swallowed
his teeth and slowly been choking to
death on account of this when the police
found him.

Hoy was identified by James Nolan,
the proprietor. of the Commercial Hotel.
8t Second and Market streets. Hov
went to that hotel on November 16 and
engaged a room. He always paid for it
in advance and Mr. Nolan said he never
knew him to indulge in intoxicating
liguors. He said the guest told him
he did not have money enough for his
needs.

On last Thursday night he had a $10
bill changed in the hotel, but when
found he did not have one cent in his
pockets. There are many theories as to
his death and the cause. It was said
he had been bheard to complain that he
was out of money ard it was thought
he might have ended his life on that ae-
count. It was also thought he might
have been held up and robbed and
beaten, although there was no evidence
abont the hody of rough treatment.
Then it was thought he choked to death
on his false teeth. The real cause will

+be determined by the post-morten ex-

amination to-day.

ety 2.V O il > AR D - e v ot IR w0 AP ¢ RN Lo, I 2 RS ot et g Sl IS0 vt TPIRIRT 4
4 oty il bt TIRAIATAIIRS Sad” St W L £ b i olles St 21
IRl i e P - i A 2 . AR G




image3.jpeg
. HOY'S BODY STILL
AT THE MORGUE

The body of Elijah Hoy, of Stanton,
who died on Sunday morning at the
Delaware Hospital, from oplum poi-
| soning dueg to drinking laudanum, is
|| still at thé morgue. Deputy Coroner|
| Harvev E. Nichols, said today that Dr.
|J. W. Bastin made a report to him
| fololwing the autopsy which he heid |
‘| yesterday, to the effect that the man |
died from laudanum poisoning and that
there was no mystery concerning the
cause of the man's death.

It was learned from Oliver Foote, of
Stanton, who viewed the body at the
morgue last night, that the dead man
was formely employed by him and had
lived on his place for six years. Mr.
Foote said he thought that Hoy should
have encugh money to bury him but
so far, the Deputy Coroner hes failed
to come across any of it among the
sffects of the man.

Unless the body is claimed by tomor- |
“ow it will probably be interred at the
2ounty burying grounds.
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HOY MYSTERY
NOT SOLVED

Coroner Fails to Learn How He Came
to His Death--Strangled to
Death, Maybe.

Coroner Callaway with his physician,
Dr. J. W. Bastian, yesterday held a post-
mortem examination upon the body of
Elijah Hoy, who was found at Second
und French streets Saturday night and
who died later at the Delaware Hospi-
tal. This examination failed to setile
definitely just how Hoy ecame to his
death, and the case is shrouded in con-
siderable mystery owing to the develop-
ments as révealed yesterday.

It is now thought that Hay was as- |
saulted by some one Saturday might
and then robbed. He was known to
tave had a watch and some money, but
when found he had no money, and no|
trace of his watch can be found. It|
was thought the blow delivered knook- |
ed his false teeth down his throat and

that he died of strangulation. One #t
of teeth were found half way down his’
throat at the hospital. ‘

The post-mortem examination showed
traces of landafum in the stomach, but
it was stated afterwards that had it
not been known that the hospital physi-
cians pumped some laudanum from the
man’s stomach the examination made
after death would not have determined
the fact that he bad taken any of the

| poison. The missing set of false teeth
| that were supposed to be in the man’s
stomach were not loeated, and it is
thought Hoy lost them some place.

He was said to have been a laudanum

| drinker, and this is strengthened by the
fact that a bottle of the drug was found
| in his pocket, wrapped in a paper, the
same as when he had purchased it.

Those who knew him said he did not
| use intoxicating liquors. They eaid he
| always seemed to have money,  He had
registered at the Commercial Hotel,
where he had been living. He came
from Stanton, but he was not known
there, and several people irom that
place failed to identify him yesterday.

His death and the circumstances sur-
rounding it are most mysterious, and
the post-mortem examination has failed
| to throw much light upon the matter.
i That Hoy slowly strangled to death is
t believed to be the case, and that his

teeth were knocked down his throat

by a blow, is also declared to be true.

It was said that he bad 1o reason to

commit suicide as had been at first sus-

pected. The body is still at the morgue

as no one kas claimed it. 1t will be

held there a day er two longer await-
ng a claimant before it is buried at
Farnhurst.





