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authorizing the LeYy Court of New Castle County to borrow 
$70,000 for that purpose. 

The authorities of the City of ·wilmington, after conference 
with the Lc:Yy Court of the county, donated the "Basin Lot,11 

on Market street, between Tenth and Eleventh streets, for a 
site for the ne\Y court house, and on August 22, 1879, the 
contract was awarded for the erection of the new court bouse 
on that site. The builuing was completed lnle in the year 
1880, and on January 20, 1881, the county records were re­
moyed to the new building, and the first session of court was 
held in the new building in February, 1881. Tho contract 
price for the court house was $GG,203, but the total cost of the 
building, grading, equipment, furniture, etc., was $112,G05.33. 

It was not until the year 1785 that steps were taken for a 
county almshouse. In that year the overse0rs for the poor of 
Christiana Hundred (which included \\'ilmington), purchased 
a tracL of land on the old Kings Road (now Broome street), 
between Front and Fourth streets, and erectcJ thereon a suit­
able building for the accommodation of the poor of the Hun­
dred.. This movement led to action being taken in 1791 for 
the building of almshouses for the three counties. The same 
year New Castle County succeeded to the ownership of the 
building erected by Christiana Hundred alone, and thereafter 
it was conducted as a county almshouse. Additional land 
was purchased in 1829. The original buildings were burned 
in 1804, and two years later new buildings were erected on 
the same site at a cost of $15,000. Tho insane department 
was added in 1843, and a hospital building was erected at 
Fourth and Broome streets in 1848. It was afterwards known 
as tho smallpox hospital. 

The seconu almshouse, built in 1806, was burned down in 
1850. New and enlarged buildings were substituted two 
years later, aud continued in usc until 1885, wh en the trus­
tees of the poor of the county moved the almshouse and 
insane department to the handsome nnd commodious buildings 
erected for tho purpose on a farm of about 100 acres that had 
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